
17.202.050 Fence standards. 

A. General Standards. 

1. Fences and walls shall not be constructed of nor contain any material that could cause bodily harm, 

such as barbed wire, broken glass, spikes, electric or any other hazardous or dangerous materials; this 

includes link fencing with barbed ends at the top or sides; except that fences topped with barbed wire 

are allowed in industrial, agricultural, and public zones. 

2. Electric fences and barbed wire fences in agricultural zones intended to contain or restrict cattle, 

sheep, horses or other livestock, and lawfully existing prior to annexation to the city, may remain. 

3. Every fence shall be maintained in a condition of reasonable repair and shall not be allowed to 

become and remain in a condition of disrepair including noticeable leaning, missing sections, broken 

supports, nonuniform height, and uncontrolled growth of vegetation. 

4. Fences shall comply with requirements of the clear vision area for streets and driveways. 

5. In no instance shall a fence extend beyond the property line. 

6. In the C and CBD zones, chain link fencing may not be used between a public street and a maximum 

setback line, with the following exceptions: 

a. In the C zone, black fused and bonded vinyl coated chain link fencing may be used, subject to 

subsection (B) of this section. 

b. In the CBD zone, black fused and bonded vinyl coated chain link fencing may be used if 

screened from view from the street by a sight-obscuring hedge of equal height, subject to 

subsection (B) of this section. 

B. Fence Heights in Residential and Commercial Zones. 

1. Fences in residential zones shall not exceed four feet in height in the required primary front yard 

setback, and six feet in height within secondary front, side or rear yard setback. 

2. Fences and walls in the C and CBD zones shall not exceed four feet in height between a public street 

and the maximum front yard setback line (per DMC 17.202.030(B)) and six feet in height within a side or 

rear yard setback. 

3. Fences in interior yards more than six feet in height shall meet the setback requirements in Table 

17.202.030 for an accessory structure. 
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4. The fence height limits above include the height of soil berms under the fence or acting as a fence. 

5. Vertical structural members such as posts or columns that are not wider than two feet and that are 

spaced not closer than eight feet (other than when located on either side of a gate or portal) and 

ornamental features on top of the posts or columns shall not be used in determining height. 

6. If a variance has been granted to the fence height restriction, a building permit may be required prior 

to construction. [Ord. 534-2014 § 1 (Exh. A); Ord. 521-2013 § 3 (Exh. A)]. 

 

17.301.040 Vision clearance. 

A. Intent and Purpose. This section implements the transportation policies of the city of Dundee. It is intended 

to provide for transportation safety at street intersections, including driveway approaches. 

B. Applicability. This section applies to all uses of real property at all times. 

C. Clear Vision Area. Except as provided by subsection (D) of this section, every clear vision area shall be 

maintained at each access to a public street and on each corner of property at the intersection of two streets or 

a street and a railroad, pursuant to subsections (C)(1) through (4) of this section: 

1. No fence, wall, hedge, sign, or other planting or structure that would impede visibility between 

the heights of two feet and eight feet shall be established in the clear vision area. 

Measurements shall be made from the top of the curb or, where no curb exists, from grade. 

2. Except as provided for single use residential driveways under subsection (C)(3) of this 

section, a clear vision area shall consist of a triangular area, two sides of which are right-of-way 

lines or a right-of-way line and access easement line. Where the lot lines have rounded corners, 

the right-of-way lines are extended in a straight line to a point of intersection and so measured. 

The third side of the triangle shall be a line connecting the non-intersecting ends of the other 

two lines. 

3. For single use residential driveways, the clear vision area shall consist of a triangular area, 

two sides of which are the curb line and the edge of the driveway. Where no curbs exist, the 

future location of the curb, based on future full street improvements, shall be used. 



4. The following standards establish the required clear vision areas: 

Type of Intersection 
Measurement Along Each Lot 

Line or Drive Edge* 

Controlled Intersection (stop sign or signal) 20 feet 

Uncontrolled Intersection (60' right-of-way or more) 30 feet 

Uncontrolled Intersection (less than 60' right-of-way) 40 feet 

Commercial and Industrial District Driveways 20 feet 

Residential District Driveways 10 feet 

Alley (less than 25 feet wide) 20 feet 

*Where there is an intersection of two or more streets of different right-of-way width, distance shall be measured 

along each respective lot line and shall conform to the minimum distances specified for each type street. 

D. Exceptions. The following are allowed to be placed within a clear vision area notwithstanding the standards 

of subsection (C) of this section, provided they do not conflict with traffic safety or operations: 

1. A public utility pole. 

2. Telephone switch boxes, provided they are less than 10 inches wide at the widest dimension. 

3. A tree trimmed (to the trunk) to a line at least eight feet above the grade of the intersection. 

4. Plant species of open growth habit that are not planted in the form of a hedge and which are 

so planted and trimmed as to leave at all seasons a clear and unobstructed cross-view. 

5. A supporting member or appurtenance to a permanent building lawfully existing. 

6. An official traffic control device, including a warning sign or signal. 

7. A place where the natural contour of the ground is such that there can be no cross-visibility at 

the intersection. 

8. The post section of a pole sign when there are no more than two posts and any post is less 

than eight inches in diameter. [Ord. 521-2013 § 3 (Exh. A)]. 


