CITYV)
DUNDEE

STAFF REPORT

To: Mayor and City Council

From: Courtney Patterson, City Administrator

Date: August 7, 2026

RE: Ordinance 596-2026 Amending Municipal Code Chapter 13.16 Sewer

Background: The City installed a wastewater treatment plant in 2012 that uses Membrane Bioreactor
(MBR) processing technology. The MBR is a very thin filter and a different technology from other
wastewater treatment plants. Any solids introduced into the system can block the filter and decrease
the throughput. Over time, the solids can also break the filters rendering them unusable. As you know,
the City’s MBRs need to be replaced and are scheduled for replacement ASAP. The challenge is that they
cost almost $900,000 to replace.

The City’s sewer rates are set in a tiered system based on discharge composition. Wineries are charged
the highest rates because of the high Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) and Total Suspended Solids
(TSS) load in their industrial discharge. The City Engineer can place wineries in a lower tier if they have a
verified pre-treatment system. The City has two wineries that operate pre-treatment systems. City staff
are recommending that City Council strengthen enforcement mechanisms in the Dundee Municipal
Code to ensure City staff have the needed tools to effectively investigate and verify that pre-treatment
systems are in use and increase fines to deter noncompliance.

Some language edits included in this document come from the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
model pretreatment ordinance from 2007.

This draft ordinance was discussed at the August 4, 2026 City Council meeting. Councilor Weil requested
to add bentonite and lees to the prohibited discharge list. Councilor Weil operates commercial wineries
outside City limits and DEQ prohibits bentonite and lees from being discharged into waterways.

Information: There are several proposed changes to the Sewer code. The first change to 13.16.160 gives
the public works superintendent or another authorized employee the power to examine and copy
records. This will allow City staff to request and obtain production records, maintenance logs, chemical
purchase records, sludge hauling manifests, operator logs and similar documents which will concretely
demonstrate whether or not a pre-treatment system has been in use. In addition, failure to allow an
authorized person entrance into the facility will also be a violation of the sewer chapter.

The next changes are to 13.16.170 prohibited discharges. Diatomaceous earth, bentonite, stems, leaves,
shells, lees and other organic material is added to the prohibited discharge list as these solids interfere
with the MBR wastewater treatment plant and have been found in the system. In addition, the low pH
was changed to 6.0 because the City’s NPDES wastewater permit with DEQ only allows the City to
discharge between 6.0-9.0 pH.

Finally, the violation penalty in 13.16.200 for commercial sewage users was increased to $1,000-55,000.
As described above, the City’s MBR plant is extremely expensive and the increased fine would better
help the City recover funds. More importantly, pre treatment systems also take time and money to run,
and City staff recommend the higher fine to better deter non-compliance.



City staff’s goal with this policy update is to ensure compliance with the City’s sewer requirements. City
staff respectfully request that the ordinance be passed as an emergency on August 18, 2026 so that the
City has the strengthened rules in place prior to an anticipated early harvest and crush.

Recommendation: Adopt ordinance 596-2026. Declare an emergency so that the ordinance can go into
effect the next day.

Motion: | move to adopt ordinance 596-2026; an ordinance amending the Sewer chapter 13.16 in
Dundee Municipal Code.

I move to declare an emergency relating to ordinance 596-2026.



